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I wanted to share with all of you the success of the recent Block Kids Building Program
that is part of NAWIC’s Education Foundation. NAWIC, National Association of Women
in Construction, is an organization NAWIC has a diverse membership and more than
150 chapters, with chapters in almost every U.S. state.
Since 1996, NAWIC has seen its Core Purpose grow worldwide and has International
Affiliation Agreements with the Canadian Association of Women in Construction,
NAWIC-Australia, NAWIC-New Zealand, NAWIC-United Kingdom and South African
Women in Construction. I couldn’t be happier with the way things went!
For those of you who are not familiar with the NAWIC Education Foundation Block Kids
Building Program, I’d like to take a few moments to share this with you. The Block
Kids Building Program is a national building competition which is sponsored on local
levels. Local winning entries advance to Regional competition, and one semi-finalist
from each region is entered in the National Program Competition.
The Construction Industry faces a workforce shortage that poses a serious problem for
our national economy. In order to meet the demand for construction, the industry
needs to attract, educate and train about 240,000 newcomers annually.
The Block Kids Program introduces children to the construction industry in an effort to
create an awareness of and to promote an interest in future careers in one of the
many facets of the industry.
The program in non-discriminatory and as such is open to all elementary school
children in grades one (1) through six (6). All eligible children must participate
through a recognized Sponsor.
This year was the first year that the Coastal Chapter #380 hosted this event and it was
a huge success! There were 9 judges in total and each judge brought their own
unique specialty applicable to the construction industry. We had architects, builders,
engineers, accountants, demolition companies, city council present to serve as the
judges for each table. The talent was overwhelming and it wasn’t prejudice by age
either! Our winners varied in age and grade.
VOS CPAs was a proud Sponsor and Contributor to the event’s success. We served as
one of the nine judges and had donated the Grand Prize of a Giant Bicycle, Helmet
and Lock. The excitement and creativity in the room was abundant and we felt
honored to have served as part of such an exciting event.

